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Extrasensory  Perception 
and  Quakerism 

Some  years  ago  the  Albuquerque  meeting  was 
“centering  down”  in  a rather  typical  Quaker  way. 
As  we  learned  after  meeting,  Marietta  Korn  was 
struggling  to  remember  the  exact  words  of  a 
lesser  known  psalm  when  a visitor  arose  and 
recited  it.  Our  meeting,  a particularly  happy  and 
congenial  meeting,  often  had  the  experience  of 
concentrating  upon  a particular  topic,  as  most 
silent  meetings  do.  This  is  telepathy,  one  of  the 
forms  of  extrasensory  perception. 

ESP  is  a much  discussed  topic  recently:  many 
books  upon  it  have  appeared  in  the  last  few  years. 
(The  books  by  the  Rhines,  Gaither  Pratt,  Gardner 
Murphy  and  Gertrude  Schmiedler  present  the 
subject  in  a scholarly  way.  For  total  disbelief  in 
it  see  books  by  Hansel  and  Ghristopher. ) It  has 
been  studied  scientifically  by  scholars,  the  most 
widely  known  have  been  Professor  Rhine  and  his 
associates  at  Duke  University.  This  study  has 
considered  not  only  telepathy,  but  precognition, 
knowing  about  events  before  they  happen,  clair- 
voyance, seeing  something  out  of  sight,  and 
psychokinesis,  causing  action  by  mental  wish.  It 
certainly  appears  most  often  in  time  of  crisis 
when  ordinary  channels  seem  to  fail.  Those  who 
have  them  are  not  certain  when  the  experience 
or  dream  is  accurate  and  accuracy  normally  is  not 
very  high.  It  even  seems  a primitive  faculty, 
most  common  among  children  and  primitive  peo- 
ple. Perhaps  one  should  say  a very  natural,  un- 
complicated and  uninhibited  expression  of  a 
person. 

Thus  it  is  interesting  to  know  that  this  experi- 
ence, although  not  common,  is  a natural  one. 
Study  has  shown,  moreover,  that  more  instances 
of  ESP  are  apt  to  appear  in  groups  which  are 
more  inclined  to  believe  in  it.  An  understanding 
of  it  should  be  then  a factor  in  our  worship,  since 
this  normally  leads  to  a greater  belief  in  its  pos- 
sibilities, It  should  be  particularly  helpful  when 
members  are  earnestly,  perhaps  even  desperately, 
seeking  solutions  to  personal  or  social  problems  in 
meeting. 

ESP  is  appropriate  for  a Ghristian  group  to 
study  since  many  incidents  in  Ghrist’s  career  may 
be  interpreted  as  psychic.  Instances  occur  which 
can  be  explained  as  telepathy,  precognition  and 


clairvoyance.  One  of  the  temptations  (to  throw 
himself  from  the  Temple)  might  refer  to  some 
psychic  potentiality.  The  Resurrection,  as  an 
appearance  of  a just  deceased  person  to  close 
friends  and  relatives,  is  unusual  only  in  the  num- 
ber of  persons  to  whom  he  appeared  and  the 
vividness  of  his  appearance. 

For  Quakers,  then,  a knowledge  of  ESP  may 
help  in  our  worship  and  in  our  knowledge  of 
our  Lord.  It  must  be  understood  that  it  is  a 
very  difficult  subject.  Part  of  the  difficulty  is  that 
psychics  so  easily  slip  into  astrology,  spiritualism 
and  other  subjects  which  attract  more  than  their 
share  of  charlatans,  complicating  an  already  diffi- 
cult subject.  ESP  seems  outside  of  normal  ex- 
perience and  is  very  difficult  to  test  scientifically. 
In  general  many  people  experience  it  occasionally 
and  a few  frequently.  Despite  Quaker  involve- 
ment in  it  in  meetings  surprisingly  few  of  them 
have  been  concerned  in  its  history. 

lOSIAH  C.  RUSSELL 
Albuquerque  Meeting 

LOVE 

The  capacity  for  love  is  not  limited.  The  more 
one  loves,  the  more  one  is  able  to  love,  because 
a man  and  a woman  love,  if  it  is  not  a selfish 
love,  the  more  they  are  able  to  love  others— 
and  love,  true  love,  has  understanding  and  pa- 
tience. If  these  two  have  children  their  love  for 
each  other  increases  with  the  added  love  for  the 
children. 

In  the  same  line,  a single  person  who  reaches 
out  in  love  to  someone  else  who  needs  love— be 
it  a kitten,  a child,  another  lone  person— soon 
finds  the  world  a pleasanter  place.  People  treat 
him  better,  are  more  cordial.  They  haven’t 
changed,  except  as  he  has  changed  them,  because 
they  sense  his  love.  They  may  be  unconscious 
of  this  and  so  may  he,  but  a loving  person  begets 
love.  It  grows  and  spreads  its  influence. 

There  is  a selfish  love  that  takes  but  does  not 
give,  and  this  will  bring  only  jealousy  and  hurt  in 
the  end.  True  love  is  when  someone  else’s  well- 
being is  more  important  than  one’s  own.  We 
cannot  live  a full  life  if  we  live  only  to  ourselves 
or  our  small  circle.  We  need  to  be  concerned  for 
other  people  too. 

This  is  also  true  about  our  love  for  God.  If  we 
pray  and  pray  for  things  we  want  or  think  we 
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want,  it  seems  as  if  often  these  prayers  are  an- 
swered. Also  often,  these  are  not  the  best  things. 
But  if  we  dedicate  what  we  are  doing  in  our 
lives  to  Him,  by  loving,  and  pray  to  know  His 
will.  He  will  give  us  guidance.  True,  we  don’t 
always  seem  to  have  been  given  the  guidance, 
but  this  is  because  we  first  have  to  learn  to  listen. 

We  must  empty  our  minds  of  thoughts,  quiet 
our  inner  selves,  and  listen.  A very  dear  and  wise 
Friend  expressed  it  as  “sitting  in  expectant  wait- 
mg. 

Another  way  of  dedicating  our  lives  to  Him  is 
to  practice  the  presence  of  God.  This  means  to 
remember  Him  frequently  as  we  go  about  our 
daily  round.  Prayers  don’t  need  to  be  in  words. 
It’s  a feeling  one  gets  when  one  remembers  God. 
He’s  there,  always.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to  tune 
in.  And  like  all  skills,  the  more  we  do  it,  the 
more  we  can  do  it.  It  is  better  than  all  the  medi- 
cation and  doctors,  better  than  all  the  eloquent 
words  written  and  spoken.  Because  God’s  love 
is  not  limited  either. 

JULIE  SPENNER 

WEDDINGS 

GORTON-SMITH.  Robert  Gorton  and  Terry 
Smith,  both  attenders  at  University  Meeting, 
were  married  on  December  17,  1971,  at  Friends 
Genter  in  Seattle,  mostly  after  the  manner  of 
Friends.  Dr.  Vaughan  Ghamness  of  the  Univer- 
sity Presbyterian  Ghurch  officiated. 

BIRTHS 

To  Adele  (Polifroni)  and  Gharles  Pineda,  now 
of  Bakersfield,  on  September  12,  1971,  a son, 
Garlos  Vincente,  Orange  Grove  Meeting  reports. 

To  Barbara  (Bryan)  and  Dean  Mills  on  Octo- 
ber 30,  1971,  in  Olney,  Maryland,  a son,  Vern 
Robert,  University  Meeting  reports. 

PEOPLE 

Kathy  Matchett  has  replaced  Linnea  Magraw 
as  clerk  of  PNQM  Junior  Friends  Meeting.  . . . 
Ann  Browder  has  returned  to  Seattle  after  work- 
ing in  Ethiopia  for  some  time  and  holding  various 
public  health  positions  in  the  Eastern  U.S.  for 
several  years.  She  will  be  in  the  School  of  Public 
Health  at  the  University  of  Washington.  . . . 

DEATHS 

NINA  HEATON.  Nina  Heaton,  a member  of 
Santa  Monica  Meeting  since  its  founding,  died 
on  January  2,  1972,  after  a long  illness.  She  was 
85. 

GUS  BAUMANN.  Gus  Baumann,  a gifted 
artist,  died  October  8,  1971,  at  the  age  of  90. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Jane  Baumann,  a 
member  of  Santa  Fe  Meeting. 
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NORTH  PACIFIC 

The  North  Pacific  Gathering  of  Friends  will  be 
held  July  14-16,  1972,  at  St.  Martin’s  College  in 
Olympia,  Washington. 

Fellowship  is  to  be  the  key  to  this  meeting, 
with  as  little  involvement  in  standing  committees 
and  organization  as  possible.  The  plans  are  for 
worship-fellowship  groups  to  worship  in  the 
mornings,  discussions  on  spiritual  growth  in  the 
afternoons  and  interest  groups  in  the  evenings. 

NEW  MEXICO 

New  Mexico  Quarterly  Meeting  will  meet  at 
Friends  Meeting  House  at  815  Girard  Blvd.,  N.E., 
in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  on  Feb.  27,  start- 
ing with  a Meeting  for  Worship  at  11  a.m.  A 
Meeting  for  Concerns  will  be  held  after  lunch. 

Ted  Church,  Clerk,  has  indicated  that  there 
may  be  a review  of  practices  and  structure  used 
in  the  quarter  over  the  past  10  years  and  an  ex- 
amination of  the  quarter’s  functions  and  responsi- 
bilities. 

At  the  quarter’s  October  session,  attention  was 
given  to  concerns  of  Monthly  Meetings  as  well  as 
a request  from  PYM  that  the  quarter  assist  in 
hosting  Yearly  Meeing  in  1973. 

The  question  of  the  affiliation  of  the  quarter 
has  been  a subject  of  discussion  among  members 
in  this  region  since  formation  of  Inter-Mountain 
Fellowship  in  June  1970.  Ted  Church  suggested 
Friends  discuss  that  matter  in  their  Monthly 
Meetings  with  the  possible  objective  of  coming 
to  a decision  by  March. 

Meetings  requested  intervisitation  as  a means 
of  strengthening  meetings.  Las  Vegas  Meeting 
has  had  problems  in  maintaining  a meeting  and 
has  been  questioning  the  wisdom  of  continuing 
as  a monthly  meeting. 

Melba  Wilson  is  Friends  Bulletin  representa- 
tive for  New  Mexico  Quarter. 

MEMORIAL 

ELLYN  BEATY.  A memorial  service  was  held 
on  November  10,  1971,  in  the  Berkeley  Meeting- 
house for  Ellyn  Beaty,  whose  long  and  useful  life 
was  remembered  with  gratitude.  Friends  recalled 
her  energetic  support  of  efforts  for  peace,  her 
sometime  impatience  when  she  felt  Friends’  re- 
sponse was  inadequate,  her  devotion  to  children 
and  to  children’s  literature.  After  her  retirement 
as  a librarian,  she  continued  to  be  active  as  a 
reviewer  of  children’s  books,  and  her  weekly 
radio  program  was  warmly  received.  She  also 
was  active  in  the  Audubon  Society.  Ellyn  Beaty 
died  on  November  7,  1971,  after  a long  illness. 


SUMMER  TRIP 

John  Way  announces  the  upcoming  Junior 
High  Summer  Trip  of  Pacific  Ackworth  Friends 
School,  July  12  to  Aug.  13,  with  the  trip  ending 
at  St.  Mary’s  College  in  time  for  PYM: 

“Once  again  we  will  take  in  the  Southwest, 
only  longer,  and  more  of  it!  Lake  Meade,  Pres- 
cott, Red  Rock  Crossing,  Oak  Creek  Canyon, 
Flagstaff,  Meteor  Crater,  Petrified  Forest,  Wide 
Ruins,  Tornado,  Four  Corners  area,  Pinon  (Nava- 
jo Co-op),  Hopi  Villages,  Grand  Canyon  (north 
and  south  rims).  Lake  Powell,  Zion,  Bryce,  Salt 
Lake,  Reno  and  High  Sierras. 

“A  non-credit.  Junior  High  Summer  School 
Camping  Trip  concerned  with  people,  land, 
water,  ourselves,  now,  the  future,  problems  and 
some  possible  solutions.  Sixteen  boys  and  girls 
who  will  finish  seventh,  eighth  or  ninth  grade 
this  school  year,  plus  leaders,  will  make  up  our 
group.” 

Costs  include  $80  registration  (one  month 
P.A.  tuition)  $60  food  (including  some  cafe 
meals)  and  $70  transportation  (about  4,000 
miles ) . 

Application  blanks  and  further  information  will 
be  sent  in  response  to  inquiries  addressed  to 
John  Way,  Pacific  Ackworth  Summer  Trip,  6210 
Temple  City  Blvd.,  Temple  City,  CA  91780. 

CHILDREN 

For  years  our  children  sat  at  Meeting  for  Wor- 
ship with  us.  They  sat  the  full  hour  and  often 
commented  on  the  messages  they  heard.  One 
Sunday,  after  several  years  of  such  sitting- 
worshipping, their  father  rose  to  speak.  It  was 
the  first  time  he  had  done  so.  I don’t  remember 
what  he  said,  but  I will  never  forget  the  way  in 
which  he  said  it.  There  were  tears  in  his  voice 
and  when  he  sat  down  he  took  his  handkerchief 
from  his  pocket  and  blew  his  nose. 

Later  that  day  when  the  children  were  having 
a snack  in  the  kitchen,  our  seven-year-old  daugh- 
ter asked,  “Mommy,  why  was  Daddy  crying  today 
at  Meeting?” 

This  for  me  was  the  most  beautiful  question 
ever  asked.  Nothing  I could  share  from  any  book 
could  speak  so  eloquently  as  the  truthful  answer 
to  a child’s  question. 

And  so  I told  her  and  her  brothers  who  were 
ten  and  eleven  at  the  time,  “Your  father  can  speak 
to  an  audience  of  hundreds  in  a fiim  clear  voice. 
He  can  argue  in  court  in  a voice  that  can  some- 
times be  heard  across  the  bay.  But,  at  Meeting 
this  morning  there  was  something  present  that 
made  him  speak  differently.  Something  around 
him  and  in  him  that  made  him  speak  quietly. 
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that  made  him  feel  humble.  That  something  was 
God.  You  may  or  may  not  have  felt  that  some- 
thing. If  you  didn’t,  you  will  hopefully,  and  even 
sooner  perhaps  than  Dad  and  I.  This  is  why  we 
go  to  Meeting  ...  to  listen  to  the  Silence  and  in 
it  to  feel  somehow  that  we  are  listened  to  and 
loved  and  cared  for  always. 


“And  sometimes— at  very  special  times,  we 
know  not  why— we  hear  in  an  inner  Whisper 
words  we  must  share  with  all  the  others  in  the 
room.  Dad  heard  that  Whisper  today.” 

VAN  ERNST 
San  Francisco  Meeting 


Flower  Fair  in  Victoria  Park 

On  the  three  days  before  the  Lunar  New  Year,  a flower  market  in  Victoria 
Park  sells  every  kind  of  flower.  The  Chinese  feel  that  for  this  festival  there 
must  be  flowers  for  good  fortune  and  prosperity  in  the  new  year.  The  peach  tree 
is  almost  as  obligatory  a symbol  as  our  Christmas  tree.  To  preserve 
the  delicate  buds,  reeds  are  bound  around  the  tree  and  pink  tissue  paper 
is  wrapped  around  it  when  one  carries  it  home. 

Near  where  schoolboys  run  tirelessly  after  balls 
And  the  Queen  sits  in  rain-streaked  stone. 

Farmers  sell  tiers  of  flowers 

Along  aisles  of  golden-fruited  orange  trees. 

And  peach,  reed-bound  and  tissue-wrapped. 

Chinese  voices  singing  prices. 

The  happiness  of  trade  in  dark  faces. 

The  promise  of  good  luck  in  marigolds. 

Riches  lured  by  lillies— 

The  Flower  Fair  concisely  sums  you  up, 

Dear  Chinese  friends. 

There  is  no  war 

Between  the  nurture  of  the  soul 

And  the  sweets  of  wealth. 

The  good  news  is  proclaimed: 

A budding  peach  tree 
Will  make  you  rich. 

MADGE  SEAVER 
Hong  Kong  1971 
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